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(57) [ABSTRACT] 
[OBJECT] 

An object of the present invention is to search for a 
document set which meets a user's requirement from a document 
10 collection without the user inputting any searching word. 
[STRUCTURE] 

A document collection is . divided into document sets using 
a dividing or clustering algorithm (Step 11) . A summary is 
created for each document set using an automatic summarizing 

15 algorithm (Step 13) . A user can select one or more summaries 
(Step 15) , and a new document collection is formed by a document 
set corresponding to the selected summary (Step 20) . 
Processings for these division, summary creation and selection 
are repeated until a document set which meets a user ' s requirement 

20 is found out. 
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